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JOIN THE MSUAA 
AND SAVE $$

Once you become a member of the  
national MSU Alumni association,  
residents of the tri-county area  
automatically become members of the 
Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan.  A $45  
single membership/ $55 joint membership 
includes all the Mid MI Club’s SI Series, 
reduced rates on other club events, and  
a long list of additional MSUAA benefits.
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Future Board Meetings

MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan Board 
meetings are open to all club members.  
Meetings are the second Wednesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m.  They are held 
in the Stadium Tower at the offices of the 
MSU Alumni Association, 242 Spartan 
Way, East Lansing, MI 48824.  Please 
email midmievents@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Greetings from the 
MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan

Spartan Greetings from the MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan… 
Go Green…Go White!  2009 is quickly coming to an end, and 
our paper Newsletter will come to an end as well, as we strive 
to become greener and go paperless.  As you can read from the 
newsletter and our website we are busy providing club members 
with a ton of activities and events.

Your Board of Directors for the MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan 
is hard at work planning an exciting 2010.  We invite you to show 
your Spartan Spirit and support the club by joining one of our 
many committees.  As an all volunteer Board we are committed 
to adding value to your membership through the introduction of 
new events…New this year is our Spartan Insight Series…see our 
website for the Insight Series schedule, as well as other events.

Remember the Club’s mission is to build awareness and support 
of university programs and to enhance involvement of alumni and 
friends through activities and community outreach.  Our members 
are truly the Club’s best assets.  It is through your continued 
participation in Club events, and your willingness to volunteer that 
make our organization the best Alumni club. 

Thank you for supporting the Green & White both in academics 
and athletics…Please contact me at pjski65@yahoo.com if you 
would like to become more involved with your club.

Go Green!
Peter Wujkowski
2009 President, MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan
pjski65@yahoo.com
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Freshmen Picnic a Big Success

On August 12, the MSU Alumni Club  
of Mid-Michigan hosted a picnic for  
incoming MSU freshmen and their  
families.  More than 150 guests enjoyed 
Spartan spirit and camaraderie, great 
food, guest speakers and more.  

Our thanks to our sponsors, including 
Spartan Hall of Fame Cafe,  
Collegeville Textbook Company, and 
Sugar Shack!  These generous area 
businesses helped us extend a warm 
welcome to our new freshmen, and 
made the event a great success. 

Club Notes 

To be included in all Club emails, please email your name 
and email address to midmievents@yahoo.com.

Do you have a business you’d like included on the Business 
to Business page of the MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan 
website?  Our only requirement is that you be a paid  
member of the Club.

If yes, send an email to midmievents@yahoo.com and 
include the following: 

1.	 Business name
2.	 Type of business 
3.	 Alumni business contact information 
4.	 Phone
5.	 Fax
6.	 Any other information you’d like included – or  
	 discounts to other alumni (see the Business to  
	 Business tab at www.MidMichiganSpartans.com 
	 for others listed).

Please remember that the Club is always looking for 
volunteers and potential board members.  Log into 
our website at www.MidMichiganSpartans.com to stay 
informed of the benefits of your membership and to 
help support the university of which we are so proud!





November 2009	 www.MidMichiganSpartans.com32November 2009	 www.MidMichiganSpartans.com

Steve Smith Charity Challenge

The MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan would like to extend a sincere
thank you to everyone who helped make our 10th annual Steve Smith 
Charity Challenge a huge success.  The event, hosted by the Eagle 
Eye Golf Club, was able to raise over $9,000.00 each for Steve Smith’s Charity at Detroit Pershing as well as Big 
Brother Big Sisters Capital Region. Golfers, including former basketball players Shawn Respert, Matt Steigenga and 
Tim Bograkos enjoyed a great day of golf for a great cause.

Save the date!  The 11th annual Steve Smith Charity Challenge will be held on Tuesday, June 29th at The Country 
Club of Lansing! Check out our web site at www.midmichiganspartans.com for additional information.  Please note, 
this is our last printed newsletter!  To ensure you receive 2010 Steve Smith Charity Challenge information go to our 
web site and sign up for our new electronic newsletter!
 
Thanks again to our 2009 co-chairs Sue Hansen and Bonnie Knutsen, all who played, supported, and volunteered to 
make the Steve Smith Charity Challenge a huge success.

Your 2010 Steve Smith Charity Challenge Committee:  Steve Rothwell (co-chair), Kim Kittleman (co-chair), Rhonda 
Abood, John Black, Joanne Bridgford, Nathan Clark, Jeff Hicks, Sue Hansen, Bonnie Knutsen, Micki Pasteur, and 
BJ Rycus.

Winning team picture: 
Sam Abood, Dick Blazejewski,  

Peter Wujkowski and Dan Warner

New Program for MSU Alumni Association Members Only

Superb Speakers . . . Hot Topics . . . Free Food . . . Prizes . . .

Are you a CSI fan?  Does forensic science intrigue you?  What is a FRIB? 
$500.000.000 for a “what?”  Would your kids love to learn about Harry Potter’s 
magic?  Are you worried about our Michigan economy?  
Santa! Why have you changed? So what is it with the Sunnis and Shiites?

Once a month, entertaining and knowledgeable MSU faculty speakers will provide you with the latest on these and other very 
hot topics. And free food too! At no cost to you, as long as you are a member of the MSU Alumni Association. That is all it 
takes to learn, enjoy, and eat! Plus, parking for these on-campus events is free and easy. If you are not a member, join online 
or contact the MSUAA. A $45 membership includes all the SI Series and a long list of additional benefits. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 18, you have the rare opportunity to hear and ask questions of Dr. Bradley M. Sherrill, the Chief 
Scientist for the Facility for Rare Isotope Beams (FRIB).  His talk centers on New Explorations into the Heart of Matter and 
features a tour of the Superconducting Cyclotron.  

Join us Sunday, Dec. 6, right in time for the holiday season, as Dr. Val Berryman of the MSU Museum presents Santa, How 
You’ve Changed! and shares illustrations and antique figures dating back to the 4th century.  

A weekly series related to the Michigan Economy will be held throughout the month of January 2010, with the venue and 
refreshments hosted by the MSU Federal Credit Union in their new all-green building on West Rd, just off US127.  MSU’s 
best and brightest on this subject will share their research and insights

For a complete calendar of the monthly SI Series, visit the MSU Alumni Club of Mid-Michigan’s website: 
www.midmichiganspartans.com  For SI reservations, please email: midmievents@yahoo.com.

For questions related to Spartan Insights or to change your contact information, please email: midmichalumni@gmail.com. 

Spartan Crystal Ball Celebrates the  

	    of Winter!
  

Valentine’s Day weekend will be filled with romantic 
“Big Band” music and elegant dining for a very  
special occasion – the 3rd annual Spartan Crystal 
Ball.  Saturday, February 13 is the perfect time to 
enjoy this festive, semi-formal dinner party at the  
MSU University Club. An encore performance from  
Carl Cafagna’s 14-piece Swing Band will provide a  
concert of beautiful music for listening and/or dancing. 

The Honorary Committees, including College Deans 
and community leaders, will be co-chaired by Patrick 
McPharlin, President and CEO of the MSU Federal 
Credit Union, and his wife Vicki.  The MSUFCU has 
once again agreed to be a major sponsor of the Ball.  

Proceeds will benefit the MSU Alumni Club of Mid 
Michigan Endowed Scholarship fund to enable
tri-county area students to attend MSU. Watch the  
website for more information. If you have questions 
please email Carole Lick at lickc@msu.edu, or 
Marcy Bishop-Kates at midmievents@yahoo.com.

Save the date and join us February 13 to show your 
love for MSU and that special someone in your life 
during the Valentine weekend. A live and silent auction 
with a full array of unique and special items, valued at 
all levels for your favorite Valentine or yourself, will add 
to the fun and festivities.
 

Breslin Insiders Tour
The Sporting Events Committee would like 
to thank everyone involved in our Breslin 
Insiders Tour. On August 19th we had 
nearly 100 guests tour the Breslin facili-
ties. The tour consisted of a pre-tour Q&A 
with former MSU player Tim Bograkos, 
Director of Men’s Basketball Operations 
Kevin Paugua, and Dorn McGaw from the 
Spartan Fund. Following the dinner and 
Q&A we had a tour of the men’s and ladies 
locker rooms, the new Francis Cleaves 
Family area, the auxiliary gyms, as well as 
the men’s and ladies basketball offices. It was fun and special to be 
allowed the access to see the “inside operations” of such successful 
programs. It was a fun time had by all. Go Green!

2009-10 Endowed Scholarship  
Winners Announced

The Mid MI Alumni Club’s Endowed  
Scholarship has provided funds for two MSU 
students in this its third year.  The recipients 
are Tasneem Chowdhury and Kayla Rodgers.  

Tasneem is maintaining a 4.0 GPA while 
majoring in Family Community Services.  She 
works as a technician and manager of the 
Genomics and Evolutionary Development 
Lab where she trains people in advanced lab 
procedures such as DNA and chick embryo 
extraction.  The College of Engineering has 
awarded her a Research Internship related 
to finding cures for developmental disorders.  
Tasneem also volunteers for the Al-Amin 
Orphanage in Kushtia, Bangladesh, for which 
she helped raise hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to build a free medical clinic near the 
orphanage.  She is a junior member on the 
orphanage’s Board of Trustees. 

Kayla has earned a 4.0 GPA in her first year 
at MSU while working 2 jobs, volunteering, 
and taking classes.  She is a nutritional  
science major with pre-med tracking.  Kayla 
plans to pursue medical school and become 
an OB/GYN.  She also hopes to become a 
women’s health expert, helping women in 
every age group all over the world.  Kayla 
volunteered as a tutor at Wainwright  
Elementary School in Lansing and in the  
service-learning program at Red Cedar 
School.  While at MSU, she has worked as  
a student budget assistant in the Office of 
Cultural and Academic Transitions (OVAT).  

Kayla lost her father when she was 5 and 
says that, “Growing up without a father 
proved to be very difficult, but in the long run 
has made me a stronger individual.” Over-
coming many obstacles in her life has given 
Kayla the confidence to accomplish whatever 
goals she sets for herself. She is the first 
generation in her family to graduate from high 
school and attend college.




